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Installation art 

Gold sheer
Feb 10th 2005 | CENTRAL PARK, NEW YORK 
From The Economist print edition

Christo finally wraps up the city

WHEN the Bulgarian-American wrap artist, Christo and his
wife Jeanne-Claude, first proposed strewing candy-coloured
sheeting through Central Park in 1980, the authorities'
resounding no the following year came in a letter that ran to
107 pages. As the New York City parks commissioner Gordon
Davis summed it up later, the proposal was for the “wrong
place, wrong time, wrong scale.”

Hair harmony 

By 1991, the rejection had slimmed down to 26 pages. Things
were looking up. There followed further talks, negotiations and
compromises—even a new mayor—before no turned to yes.
Approval notwithstanding, there has been plenty to be getting
on with: over 60 miles of vinyl tubing to produce and some
1m square feet of special rip-stop nylon fabric from 116,389
miles of thread. On February 12th the Christos will finally be
ready (weather permitting) to begin unfurling panel after
panel of the saffron fabric from the 7,500 tall vinyl tube gates
that have been planted along 23 miles of footpaths in the
park.

“The Gates, Central Park, New York, 1979-2005”, as the
installation is formally called, has been going up all week. At
the finale, each curtain will drop to a height of about seven
feet (just over two metres) above the ground, offering the
city's dogs and dandies a flash of colour through which to view
the bare winter trees.

The project's entire cost (including insurance) will be financed
by the artists, who are selling studies, preparatory drawings,
collages and scale models of the project. The Christos are also
donating $3m to New York City's parks programmes as part of
the deal. In addition to these financial details, the artists are
particularly keen for people to know that they are intent on
creating a democratic installation. No one can own the work,
they say, and no one must pay to see it. By contrast,
everyone who visits “The Gates” will own the experience, and
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after 16 days it will be taken down and recycled.

The park's mid-19th-century founders would surely have 
approved these ideals; early advocates were especially keen 
that the picturesque woodlands and pathways should 
encourage poor people to avoid going to the saloon.
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