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US FIRMS IN LONDON

Name of firm London managing 
partner

Head office US-qualified partners, 
UK-qualified partners, 

other lawyers (excluding 
trainees)

Do you plan to increase the 
headcount in London over 
the next 18 months?

By how 
much?

Is the planned increase in a particular practice 
area?

Full service in 
London?

If not, what are your main practice areas in London? Are you planning to launch a 
new practice area in the next 
12 months?

What is the proportion 
of work in the London 
office sourced from UK 

clients?  

Can you list three major clients which are  
representative of the London office?

Would you consider 
a merger with a UK 
firm in the future? 

Akin Gump Strauss 
Hauer & Feld

Fred Heller Houston 5, 3, 16 Yes 10%-25% Energy, corporate, emerging markets, investment 
funds

No Energy and emerging markets, corporate, investment funds and financial  
restructuring

No 25%-50% OAO VimpelCom, Urals Energy plc, Apollo Advisors Undisclosed

Arnold & Porter S Lee Narrow Washington DC 1, 11, 19 Yes 10%-25% IP/IT No Antitrust, competition, trade regulation, corporate, securities, IP, technology  
litigation, litigation, product liability, pharmaceutical, food and medical  
technology, IT, telecoms

Undisclosed 50%-75% AT&T, GlaxoSmithKline, Philip Morris International Possibly

Baker Botts Antony Higginson Houston 3, 5, 14 Yes Less than 10% No No Energy, oil and gas, environmental, litigation, arbitration, corporate (M&A,  
corporate finance, IPOs and AIM)

No 10%-25% Undisclosed No

Bingham McCutchen James Roome Boston 2, 10, 27 Yes 10%-25% All practice areas in London — financial restructuring, 
finance, litigation, financial regulatory and corporate 

No Financial restructuring, finance, litigation, financial regulatory and corporate No 75%-100% Parmalat, Jarvis, Gate Gourmet No

Brown Rudnick  
Berlack Israels

J Scott Burns Boston 6, 9, 4 Yes 25%-50% Corporate, litigation, bankruptcy and corporate 
restructuring, technology and outsourcing

Yes No Undisclosed Eclipse VCT, SAIA Burgess, Index Ventures Undisclosed

Bryan Cave Anthony Fiducia St Louis 4, 8, 17 Yes 10%-25% No Yes Real estate, banking, asset finance 25%-50% Undisclosed Yes

Cadwalader  
Wickersham & Taft

Andrew Wilkinson New York 3, 12, 39 Yes 10%-25% No No Capital markets, financial restructuring, litigation, corporate, M&A, global 
finance, tax

Possibly 50%-75% Credit Suisse, Deutsche Bank, Goldman Sachs Unlikely

Chadbourne & Parke Claude Serfilippi New York 8, 11, 17 Yes 25% Undisclosed No Corporate, project finance, insurance and reinsurance, product liability and  
litigation

Undisclosed 10%-25% BAT, AES, Equitas, AIG Europe Undisclosed

Cleary Gottlieb Steen 
& Hamilton

No managing 
partner in any offices

New York 9, 8, 50 Yes Less than 10% Corporate, M&A Yes No Undisclosed TPG, Citigroup, Euronext No

Covington & Burling John Rupp Washington DC 4, 6, 40 Yes 10%-25% Dispute resolution, corporate, tax, data protection 
and privacy, life sciences, regulatory

Yes No 25%-50% Pantheon Funds Group, Microsoft, Giorgio Armani No

Cravath Swaine & 
Moore

No managing 
partner in London

New York 3, 0, 15 Undisclosed Undisclosed Undisclosed Yes, but only in  
US law

Undisclosed Undisclosed AXA Group, Royal Dutch Shell, Schering No 

Crowell & Moring Paul Finlan Washington DC 1, 3, 10 Yes Undisclosed Undisclosed No Corporate, M&A, commercial, employment, international arbitration, finance, 
tax, telecoms, real estate

Undisclosed Undisclosed Harris Corporation, Lockheed Martin, Vislink Possibly

Debevoise & Plimpton James Scoville New York 9, 8, 55 Yes 10%-25% Across the board Yes Possibly Undisclosed Clayton Dubilier & Rice, Providence Equity Partners, 
Catlin Group

No

Dechert Steven Fogel Philadelphia 6, 34, 81 Yes 10%-25% Finance and real estate, private equity, financial serv-
ices and investment funds

Yes No 50%-75% Cazenove Capital, Crossroads Capital, LNR Partners Yes

Dewey Ballantine Fred Gander New York 6, 3, 27 Yes 25%-50% Finance, corporate No Tax, project finance, corporate finance, capital markets, acquisition finance, 
private equity

No 50%-75% Credit Suisse, ABN Amro, Abu Dhabi Water & Elec-
tricity Authority

No

Dorsey & Whitney Paul B Klaas Minneapolis 5, 7, 24 Yes 10%-25% Corporate and litigation No Corporate (M&A, capital markets, emerging companies, litigation,  (commercial, 
tax, IP, employment), property

No 50%-75% Honda Motor, National Grid, Marks & Spencer Yes, but only a small 
premier practice

Duane Morris Alexander M Geisler, 
Susan A Laws

Philadelphia 0, 7, 2 Yes 10%-25% No Yes No 75%-100% L-3 Communications ASA, Pentagon Group,  
The Character Group

Yes

Faegre & Benson Gerald Hobson Minneapolis 1, 11, 15 Yes 10%-25% Corporate Yes No 50%-75% Cargill, The Hearst Corporation and subsidiaries, 
Dresser-Rand

Yes

Fried Frank Harris 
Shriver & Jacobson

Justin Spendlove New York 5, 8, 32 Yes 10%-25% No No Corporate, M&A, private equity, capital markets, tax, real estate, antitrust, 
employment and pensions

No 10%-25% Undisclosed No

Gibson Dunn & 
Crutcher

James Ashe-Taylor, 
Andrew Thomas

Los Angeles 4, 8, 32 Yes 10%-25% Corporate and finance Yes Undisclosed 50%-75% Investcorp Bank, Westbrook Europe, Marriott  
International 

Undisclosed

Hogan & Hartson Garry Pegg Washington DC 7, 12, 39 Yes 25%-50% Corporate and finance Yes Yes — IP/IT 50%-75% Kingdom Hotels International, Sumitomo, Harmony 
Gold Mining Company 

Possibly

Howrey Peter Fitzpatrick, 
James Irvine

Washington DC 0, 9, 16 Yes 10%-25% Across the board No International litigation and arbitration, IP litigation No 25%-50% Daimler Chrysler, Ryanair, Proctor & Gamble No

Hunton & Williams Martin Thomas Richmond 1, 11, 20 Yes 10%-25% Energy and project finance, global capital markets, 
M&A, tax, environmental, property, property finance

No Yes — tax, environmental,  
property, property finance

50%-75% Undisclosed Yes

Katten Muchin 
Rosenman Cornish

Martin Cornish Chicago 1, 2, 4 Don’t know N/A N/A No Undisclosed Undisclosed Undisclosed Undisclosed Undisclosed

Kilpatrick Stockton No formal managing 
partner

Atlanta 2, 4, 7 Yes 25%-50% International arbitration and dispute resolution, 
employment, IP, corporate

No IP, international arbitration, international employment, corporate No 25%-50% Hypercom Corporation, ConocoPhilips, Swiss  
International Air Lines

Possibly

King & Spalding John Keffer Atlanta 4, 4, 14 Yes 10%-25% M&A, private equity, tax, IP, real estate, acquisition 
finace

No Corporate (private equity, M&A), tax, employment, international arbitration, 
finance and Islamic finance, energy projects

No 25%-50% GE, Arcapita, BP No

Kirkland & Ellis No office managing 
partner

Chicago 8, 12, 37 Yes 10%-25% Across the board No Private equity, corporate and M&A, acquisition finance, tax, IP, international 
arbitration, restructuring

No 75%-100% Bain Capital, Sun Capital Partners, Vestar Capital 
Partners

No

Kirkpatrick & Lockhart 
Nicholson Graham

Tony Griffiths Pittsburgh 1, 52, 56 Yes 10%-25% No Yes Possibly (investment  
management)

75%-100% Henderson Global Investors, Halliburton, Laing 
O’Rourke

Yes

Latham & Watkins Andrew Moyle Los Angeles 13, 20, 103 Yes 10%-25% No Yes Possibly 75%-100% Credit Suisse, The Carlyle Group, Lloyds TSB Undisclosed

LeBoeuf Lamb Greene 
& Macrae

Peter Sharp New York 8, 25, 57 Yes 10%-25% No, across the board Yes No 25%-50% CNPC International, Lancashire Holdings,  
Vneshtorgbank

No

McDermott Will & 
Emery 

David Dalgarno Chicago 4, 24, 44 Yes 10%-25% No Yes Possibly 50%-75% Merrill Lynch, Orica, Serco Group Possibly

Mintz Levin Cohn Ferris 
Glovsky and Popeo

Ivor Elrifi Boston 1, 2, 5 Yes 75%-100% IP, corporate No IP, corporate No Undisclosed SkyPharma, Neuromolecular Pharmaceuticals, Viceroy 
Acquisition Corporation 

Yes

Morgan Lewis Robert Goldspink Philadelphia 1, 9, 21 Yes 10%-25% Corporate, employment, litigation No Corporate, employment, dispute resolution, life sciences, outsourcing and tax No 25%-50% Rabobank, Puricore, Standard Bank Possibly

Morrison & Foerster Julian Thurston San Francisco 3, 8, 24 Yes 25%-50% Corporate, finance, tax and technology transactions No Corporate, finance, tax, technology transactions, data protection, employment, 
litigation and dispute resolution

No 50%-75% HMRC, Renovo, Merlin Biosciences Yes
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Fred Heller Houston 5, 3, 16 Yes 10%-25% Energy, corporate, emerging markets, investment 
funds
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Brown Rudnick  
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